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WineClub



Fred Tibbitts Jr. is a global wine consultant based in New York and Bangkok.
He assists some of the top hotel and restaurant chains in the U.S. and Asia Pacific developing their wine-by-the-glass
programs, leading educational trips to
wine producing countries and hosting
VIP industry dinners at New York and
across Asia.
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The Wines of Christmas
And Nothing was Stirring,
not Even a Mouse…
By Fred Tibbitts
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As for my suggestions,
these are the wines from
which I would choose for
your cellar & for gifting:


Moet & Chandon
 !"#
Chateau Lynch-Bages
 !"#
Maison Louis Jadot

Torres

Banfi
 !
MadFish

Peregrine

( !"#)
Frei Brothers

Concha y Toro

Bodega Luigi Bosca
(Familia Arizu)

Nederburg

Grace Vineyard

The Christmas holidays are upon us at last and what better
way to welcome them than with good cheer and good wines. And
what are “The Wines of Christmas” you ask? Well, the answer
depends on how fat would be Santa's pocket book, naturally, but
at the same time, with the traditional colder weather in most parts
where Christmas is celebrated, some wines are far more comforting for a cold soul than others; so let's see if we can't rustle-up a
nice short list of wines to enjoy and gift for Christmas.
For starters, Champagne is a must on anyone's holidays shopping list and don't forget, 31 December is New Year's Eve, so the
last thing you would want would be an empty Champagne bin in
your cellar, right? You say you haven't built your wine cellar as
yet? Okay, no problem: As fast as you can, find a closet, and
move everything within it to another closet. The rules are very
simple: If you can close the door, it's the next person's problem
when he opens it.
In the early 1950's in the United States, one of the most popular evening radio hours was “The Fibber McGee & Molly Show”
and without fail, at least once on every show, we all anticipated
and rejoiced when Fibber would open the hall closet door and a
world of junk would come tumbling out with the loudest of
consequences. So, no worries, just stuff the available closet to
the hilt and return to your new closet wine cellar.
A good wine cellar protects your wines in four ways: It controls the temperature, the humidity, the ventilation and the light.
Everything being equal, if all these factors are secured, your wines
will be good for years to come. To outfit your wine cellar to
achieve control of all these important factors, simply go to the
Internet and type “How to build a wine cellar”. You will immediately see lots of options, regardless of the depth and size of your
pocket book. Just decide the package that works best for you,
order it, install it and buy some wine. Oh, right, the Christmas
holidays are coming and we need the right wines!
It being the Christmas holiday season, red is clearly the color
most associated with this holiday. And the simplest way to organize your red wine shopping list for the house and for gifting is to
find just one wine or label from each of the major “appellations”
or places of origin that best expresses the quality your budget will
afford. Once your wine shopping spree has filled the cellar to the
brim, it's time to take what is left and begin deciding which of
your family, friends and business associates you will be gifting.
And if you find yourself a couple of bottles short, you can always
raid your own cellar, giving you the perfect excuse to return to
your favorite, premium wine shop for more wines that are guaranteed to please.
I am Red Fred, over & Out. 

LifeStyle

85

